Unto His Grace, Hs MATESTIES High Commiſſioner, an 4 ; be 


( 


Right Honourable Eſtates of Parliament, 


The PETITION &« 


the T acks-men of the Polk:-money 


Humbly ſhewetb, 

Aat whereas the late Officers of His Majefties Forces, having given in a Petition tothe 
| | Parliament, making mention, that the Pole-money by the A& of Parliament being de- 
ſtinat for payment of the Arrears due to the Countrey inthe firſt Place, and for the Arrears due 
to the Officers in the next place, andthe Superplus to be applyed to the Kings uſe, and dif- 
charging the ſamen tobe applyed to any other uſe 3 The ſaid Pole-money being ſet in Tack for 
44100 lib, ſterling, and that the Officers had received no payment of their Arrears, albeit the 
Terms of payment ofthe Pole-money be elapſed,and that they were informed that the Tax-men 
wereto apply to the Parliament for an Abatement of the Sum for which it was Rouped, or 
thatit may be turned into a ColleQion, and alledging that the Pole-money being deſtinat for- 
re-payment of the Arrears due to the Countrey, and to them there was thereby jus quefitums 
ſo that it could not be inverted to any other uſe, altered or diminiſhed without their Conſents, 
and that ſo ſoon as the Polemoney was Rouped, they had Right to the Sum and Bonds grant» | 
ed to the Theſaury and Exchequer for the ſamen, and that the Tackſmen' baving taken the 


Tack with the hazard of Gain or Loſs, they are lyable for the Tack-duty to the Countrey and 
the Officers, and ſo rhere could be uv Abatetnent giveu oo cheir prejudice 3 Aud cherefore 


craves that the Tackſmen may be ordained to make payment of theTack-duty to theE xchequer, 
or that Diligence may be uſed againſt them for the ſamen; As to which we humbly repreſent, 
1. That the Pole-money not being formerly in uſe in this Nation, there could be no 
certain Eſtimat taken of it what it would amount to, ſo that we could not well know what to 
offer for it 3 but ſuch was our Zeal forthe Kings Service, that we frankly offered a great Sum 
for it, but now when we have taken a Tryal, we find it comes vaſtly ſhort of what was expe&- 
ed: And webaving given ina Repreſentation of the caſe tothe King, humbly craving, that 
the Tack might be turned into a Colletion : His Majeſty was graciouſly pleaſed to fignifi@his 
Royal Pleaſure to the Theſaury, that he had intruſted his Grace the Lord Commiſſioner, in re- 
lation to what he would have doneinthe Affair of the Ferm of the Pole A&R, and that an In- 
quiry ofthe whole matter muſt be made, it was therefore his pleaſure not to preſs at preſent the 
Fermers ofthe ſaid Pole upon their Contradt for payment above their ColleQions, providing 
they delay to preſs the Countrey upon the head of the Quadruples: By whichit is eviden, 
that the Kings plain Meaning 1s, that after {nquiry made ofthe matter,if the Pole.money which 

| is the ſubje&, ſhould fall ſhort, then the Tack ſhould be turned into a ColleGtion, and that 
the Countrey ſhould be free of the Penaltie of the Quadruples appointed by the Act. 

2. Albeit the Officers had ſtated their A od | they had an Intereſt in the 
Pole-money, that Intereſt can extend no farder thinythe true Sums uplifted from the Coun- 
try, by vertue of the Pole AQ, and the King has ſtilfſthe Adminiſtration of it + And if the Ey- 
chequer has ſet itin Tack,and gotten more than the true Sums uplifted from the Country, what- 

. ever the Tacksmen are obliged to pay more than what is uplifted from the Country, the Offie 
cers have no Intereſt init, but that properly belongs to the King: and his Majeſtie upon juſt 
Reaſons, may quite it aud give it down, or otherwj{ediſpoſs of it at his pleaſure, as has been 
uſual to be done in the like caſes, and there was a particular [nſtance of it, in the caſe of the 
Town of Edinburgh, as to their Gift of two pennies; on the Pint before the Revolution, which 
being ſet by the Town, for thirty two thouſand eMerks, or thereby: And the Exchequer 
finding that it was much more worth, the Lords of Theaſurie did ſet it for ten thouſand pounds 
of Advantage, and did take the ſ#perp/#s tothe King, And the Town of Edinburghby their 
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Giſt, had as good a pretence of Right to the f-2 that the Tackſmen were obliged to pay 
for that Impoſition, as the Officers can have to the ſuperplus of the Pole-money due by the 
Tack, more than what truly the Pole-money uplifted from the Country ariſes tozyet the Town 
of Edinburgh never ſo much as offered to pretend aRight to the ſaid ſuperplys, more than what 
was in uſe tq be payed to them of 1mpoſition, but the ſame was payed into the Exchequer, as 
properly belonging to the King : and it is clear by the Pole AQ, that the Officers have no far- 
der [ntereſt in the Pole-mony for payment of their Arrears, but only in ſo far as ſhall truly 
be uplifted from the Country, by vertue of that AR, fo that if the Tackſmen hold, compt for 
all the Pole-money that has been uplifted from the Country, the Officers have no farde 
Intereſt, nor are they anyways prejudged: | | 

5. The Tackſmen can never be lyable for payment ofthe Tack-duty,but only as ColleQors, 
becauſe the rmethod. prefcrived by the A& of Parliament, for the effetual uplifting the Pole- 
money, was not obſerved, in ſo far as, by the AR, the Commiſſioners of Aſſeſiment, and the 
Magiſtrats of Burghs are appuimed eo takes wy Ralls ang Lift of allehe Boleable perſons within 
their Bounds, which were to be Recorded in the Regiſter of the Shire, or Burgh,and Abſtracts 
thereof ſent tothe Lords ofthe Theaſurie, betwixt and the firſt of OFober 1694, which was 
' not done: and the Tack{men having entered into the Tack, upon the Faith ofthe ſaid At,and 
the methods appointed for making up of the Liſts, not being obſerved by the Commiſſioners 
and Magiſtrats, and their Rolls not being returned to the Theſaurie,which was to be theRule 
conform to which the Tackſmen were touplift the Pole, they cannot belyable for the Tack. 
duty : andalbeit the Privy Council did emit ſeveral Proclamations for Stating and Inebring. 
ing of the Pole-money, yet they were not obſerved by the Commiſſioners of Supply, and aa- 
giſtrats of Burrows, to whom the Truſt of that matter was committes, ſo that (till it- proved un- 
effetual. And no Liſt being ſent to the Lords of the Theſaurie, as was appointed by the Act 
of Parliament, and but very few ſent to the Pole-Oflice at Edinburgh, as was appointed by the 
At of Privy Council, we did take Inſtruments thereupon, both at the Theſaurie Chamber, 
and Pole-Office at Edinburgh, as appears by the Inſtruments herewith produced. 
& Any Liſts that were made or ſent in, which were but very few, as faid is,the ſame were fo im- 
perfe& and defective, as to the numbers, and ſo erranious as to the ſtating of mens Degrees 
and Qualities, that in effeR they are litrle better than no Liſts at all, and though theſe Diffi- 


cultics be faeb;-omight have put an abſolute Stop to our Procedure, it being abſolutly impoſ- 
ſible for us to raiſe the ſaid Pole-money,when che Act of Fartiamenrt,and Proctamations of Coun 


cil were not obſerved, nor the Conditions of our Tack performed z Yet ſuch was our Care, 
to doall things poſſible on our part that might advance the Kings Intereſt, that we did bes 
fore the Term of Payment, divide our ſelves to ſeveral diſtricks, and went to the Country to 
have appointed ColleRors for the ſeveral Parochins; But the Liſts not having been made in moſt 
parts, and where they were made, they being ſo confuſed and erronious, that what either 
was, or could be collected by theſe Liſts, do fall infinitly ſhort of the Tack-duty. 

- & The ſhort-coming of the Pole was not only occafioned by the negleR of the Commi(- 
fioners of Aﬀeſſment, and the Magtſtrats of '-Burghs, in putting the Law and Proclamations 
of Council in Execution; But likewiſe it was occaſioned by the many Miſtakes thar did ariſe 
in relation to the meaning of the AR of Parliament: For the way and method of Pole never 
.havingbeen eſfayed in this Kingdom, and it being in effc@ a-matter that could not poſſibly be 
exaQly ordered and digeſted at firſt, till after tryal, as it hapned in the caſe of the Pole in 
Ezgland, where albeit Poles had been formerly in uſe in that Kingdom, yet the late Pole there 
impoſed, after all the care that the Wiſdom of that Nation had taken, to diſgeſt and ſettte it 
in a right method, yet it came near the half ſhort of what it was reckoned to have amoudited 
to, and for clearing of this Point we ſhal give ſome Inſtances, amongſt many more that might 
| be given of the Miſtakes and Difficulties chat-did ariſe upon the. Pole At, fuch as, 1. Ser- 
vants having more than fix Pounds Scots of Fee, are appointed to pay the twentieth part, but 
the AR of Parliament not being expreſs, -as to the Bounties and other Penny worths they-re- 
.ceive, moſt of Heynds, Gardeners, and others, nave only payed ſex pence per Head, when 
one with another of them might have payed much more: And further, Chamberlanes, Fac= 
tors, Grieves, Caal-hewers, and Salters, and the like, have refuſed the twentieth part of their 
Fees, making themſelves either ſimple fix Pound Servants, or ranking themſelves in ſome eafier 
Claſs, 2, Tennents are appointed to pay a merk of the hundred werks of valued Rent which 
they poſſeſs, but in many places, the valued Rent iscaſt with ſuch inequality amongſt the Tens 
nents, that many of them, who ſhould pay above thirty ſ2i/, of Pole, do evite paying for their 
Children; conform to the AR, and this caſting of the valued Rent does alſo protect others, 
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and make a conſiderable Dimunition. 3, By the ſaid AQ, Tradſmen inhabiting within any 
Burgh, whether of Royality» Regality, or Barony, whoſe Free Stock and Mears is above 
a 100 Merks & does not extend to 500 werkezare made lyable to merk Scots, including the 6 perce 
of general Pole, & theſe whoſe Stock does extend to 500 merks, ſhal be lyable to one lib. to &., and 
thoſe whoſe Stocks is above 5000 awerks, and dots not extend toa too0o werks, ſhil be lyable in 
4 lib and thoſe whoſe Stocks above 10000 werks, ſhould be lyablein 10 ib. yet there areſcve- 
ral Merchants and Tradſmen who live in the Country, but not within a Royal Burgh, Rega. 
litie nor Baronie, whoſe Stock are above an hundred Merks, and ſo ſhould be lyable for 
a Merk of Pole, and theſe that have above five hundred Merks to one pound ten ſhilling, 
and yet they pretend to be free for the general Six pence Pole, becauſe they do not live 
within any of the foreſaids Burghs, which ought to be cleared, . Many 
Heretors, and repute Gentlemen, yet have not payed their five ſh:{, Poles but only the 
general ſix pence Pole: Nor have they offered to renounce their being Gentlemen, as the A& 
preſcribes, ſo that the ſaid condition of Renunciation hath proven quite incffectual, 5+ When 
Gentlemen were appointed to pay by their valued Rent, yet what by deducing parts liferen« - 
ted, or dividing of the Eſtate betwixt Father and Son, or other near Relations, they make 
themſelves of a lower Claſs, and that evades the Pole: and no Heretor of filty pownds Scots of 
valued Rent, and under hath payed more than his general ſix pence Pole, 6, The Sons of 
Gentlemen generally refuſed to pay as Gentlemen, on pretence that they are ſtill 3» familia, 
which the AQ of Parliament hath not explained, 7. There is very few Gentlewomen un- 
married, though fors familiat, and poſſeſſing their proviſions, have payed more than ſox 
pence, 8, By the AR, Writers, not Writers to the Signet ſhould pay their #x pownds,and 
generally, upon ſevera} pretences not obviat in the At they pay only ſix perce, 9, Docs 
tors of Medicine are appointed to pay twenty four pounds Scots, and yet the far greater nume 
+ ber of theſe who truely praftiſe, do not own thetnſelves to be either Doctors or Phifitians, and 
ſo eſcape for ſtx pence. By which few inſtances, for making out the defe&s and miſtakes thar 
were un-fore-ſeen at the making of the AR, it plainly appears, how much the Tax-men has 
been diſappointed on this accompt, 
 & Asto that pretence, That we did take the ſaid Tack with the hazard of gain or loſs, Tt is Anſwered, 
'Thac it has been always the ordinary praRice, not only in the caſe of the King's Revenues, but likewiſe in 
the caſe of any part of a Burghs Common=good Sert in Tack, that when the Tacks men make» it app-ar by 
clear evidences, that they are confiderable loſers, the Tack hath been tirped inro a Colle ion ; 
whereof wavy inftarcce mightbs given + Aod if it were otherways, no man hereafter wou'd ever make any 
offer at ſuch Roaps, which would be an infinite loſs to the Publick : And we do not dovb!, but thar upon 
tryal, it being clearly made appear, that we are ſuch vaſt loſers, bur that the King out of His Royal Goodneſs 
and Clemency,wovld allow the Tack to be turned into a Colle&ion; Ard it were hatd that the Officers wwuid 
make any oppoſition to it ; we extreamly wiſh that theſe Officers who did raiſe Forces vpon their own Char- 
| ges, for ſecurity of the Government at the Revolution, ſhould be re- imburſed of their Charges ; Bur we 
hope they will be ſo generous and jJuft, as not to deſire their Charges (bould be re-imt uſed our of our privat 
Fortunes. - And to evidence that they are not ſham pretences that we make uſe of for turning the Tack into 
a Colle&ion ; we are content the ftrieſt Tryal imaginable be taken for finding out of all the Pole. money thae 
was truly uplifred from the Countrey ; and for that efieR ſhall produce our Books, and are content, that we, 
our ColleQors and Servants, and all perſons that have been imployed abotit the uplifting of the Pol: «money, 
be examined upon Oath, what has been truly received of the ſamine ; and we arecontent to hold Compt ac- 
cordingly ; our neceſſar Charges and Expences in ColleQing and In-gathering of the Pole being always allow- 
ed ; ſo that we being in damno vitando, and the Officers in lucro captando (at lesſt as tous) it is moſt apree« 
able ro Law, Juſtice, and Equity, that the Tack ſhould be turned into a ColleRion, and that we ſhould be 
Comptable for no more than what was truly received. 
It is evident from what is above-repreſented, in relation to the not obſerving of the AR of Parliament, 
ald Proclamations of Council,thar the moſt parx of the Kingdom have incurred the Pepalty of the £nadr. uple: 
And if we ſhonld be bolden at the Tack, and be obliged to pay the Tack-duty, it would necefficat vs tc exaRt 
the 2uadroulpes off the Countrey : And how prejudicial that might be to the common Intereſt of ehe Nati- 
on , the Parliament may eafily judge : And His Majefly. has fo far token notice of thet confiderntion, that by 
His gracious Letter to the Theſanry, He has wade it a condition of forbearing Diligence 3gairft us up: n the 
Tack, that we delay the exaQting the 2uadronples from the Countrey, which clea'ly irmats, that rather 
then the Quadrowples be exaRed off the Conntrey, the Tack ſhould be tarned into a ColleRion, 


It is therefore humbly craved, that your Grace, and the Honovirable Eftates, would be pleaſed to 
rake ehe Premifles co your Confideration, and exoner your Petitioners from the (aid Tack, 
and go declare that we (ball be only Comptable as Colle&ors ; and we are content to have no 
benefite, but only that we may have allowance of our neceſſary Charges and Expences we bave 
been at, in ColleQting and In-gathering of what is Feceived of the ſaid Pole-n.oney. And your 
Petitioners ſhall ever pray. 
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